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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Public Notice

Hay River Breakup Update
May 9th, 2026 2:30pm

Break-up continues to progress without impact to property.

The West Channel of the Hay River is completely clear of structured ice. A very low
percentage of slush ice continues to flow through the community and is exiting
unimpeded through the Rudd Channel portion of the West Channel into the Great Slave
Lake. Thin rubble ice is in the channel abutting the West Channel community.

The East Channel of the Hay River has intact ice from the Lake to near the Marine
Transportation System’s terminal.  Thin broken ice remains in the channel from the
terminal to the forks of the East and West Channels. It is likely the ice in the East
Channel will require thermal melt in order to move out of the system.

Water levels have remained consistent over the last 12 hours within the community and
at the Alberta/NWT Boundary. They are at about average historical levels for breakup.

Monitoring crews are actively monitoring the breakup. Warm weather is expected to
increase this weekend which will cause thermal melting and weakening of the remaining
ice. With this some movement of ice in the East Channel may occur into the weekend.

With water moving freely through the West Channel, and very low levels of flush ice
remaining, flood risk remains low.

For preparedness information and ongoing updates, including live station cameras and
water gauge data, please visit: https://hayriver.com/emergency

Further updates will be provided as conditions change.
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