
 

 

 

 

Public Notice 
Hay River Breakup Update 
May 8th, 2026  2:30pm 

 

Break-up is progressing smoothly and efficiently with no flooding. 

At the time of update, remaining ice in the Hay River is between the Great Slave Lake 

and Downtown.    Ice is heavily broken through most of the West Channel and is still in 

tack at Rud Channel and by West Channel community.   Ice in the East Channel is solid 

from the lake to MTS Terminal and is broken south with the tail near Downtown.  Ice 

throughout the active breakup has been below average thickness.  Water continues to 

flow through both the East and West channels. 

Water levels appear to have peaked and leveled off at the Alberta/NWT Boundary 

Monitoring station earlier today.  Water levels peaked at the low side of average historic 

values.   Water levels will continue to fluctuate in town as water moves in from the 

border. 

Monitoring crews are actively monitoring the breakup.  Warm weather is expected this 

weekend which will cause thermal melting and weakening of the remaining ice.   With 

this some movement of ice is expected into the weekend.   

Although breakup is progressing well and overall flood risks are low, ice jams remain 

unpredictable and can result in sudden, localized flooding. 

For preparedness information and ongoing updates, including live station cameras and 

water gauge data, please visit: https://hayriver.com/emergency  

Further updates will be provided as conditions change. 
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West Channel / Great Slave Lake 

 

 
Head of Ice Jam in East Channel by MTS Terminal 



Alberta/NWT Boundary Monitoring Station  

 
 
 


