
 

 

 

 

Public Notice 

Hay River Breakup Update 
May 11th, 2026 @5pm 

 

Break-up of the Hay River has officially concluded. 

Overnight the remaining ice in the East Channel of the Hay River cleared.   Water is 

now flowing freely with out impediment through both channels to the Great Slave Lake. 

Water levels throughout the Hay River system are continuing to rise, and are above 

historical averages for this time of year, but do not represent a flood risk.  

Some logs and occasional ice and debris coming off the shores will be present in the 

waterways and can present risks to watercraft operators.   This may continue for a 

period of time as water levels continue to rise. 

The Town of Hay River thanks the Hay River Fire Department and the flood monitoring 

crew for their astute attention to breakup activities, the Local Emergency Management 

Organization that includes Town staff, Council representation, and partner agencies for 

their months of preparedness activities, and Environment and Climate Change and 

Municipal And Community Affairs staff for their information shared ahead of and during 

breakup.     

There will be no further breakup update reports.   The Local Emergency Management 

Organization will now focus on monitoring and preparedness activities associated with 

the wildfire season. 
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