
What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)? 
An ADU, also known as living suite, secondary  suite or garden suite, is an 
independent living space that is situated on the same lot as a principal dwelling. 

An ADU is a separate unit with its own living space, kitchen, bedrooms, and 
washroom.

Some of the benefits of an ADU are:
• Creating affordable rental units 
• Helping to offset mortgage costs for homeowners
• Allowing for multi-generational housing options

A self-contained 
dwelling unit located 
within a single-detached 
dwelling.

A secondary dwelling unit 
located on a lot where the 
principal use is single 
detached housing. Includes:
• Garden suite
• Suite above a garage

Living Suite Garden Suite
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Questions? email: townhall@hayriver.com phone: 867-874-6522

What do I need to know?
Explore The Residential Development Grant for Project Eligibility
• Funding amounts up to  $20,000 for accessory dwelling units.
• The Residential Grants Policy provides more details and specific eligibility requirements for 

the grant.
Review The Town of Hay River Zoning Bylaw No. 2469
• Indicates and outlines the specific requirements for Accessory Dwelling Units under 

sections 6.10 Living Suites and 6.11 Garden Suites.  
Review The Town of Hay River Zoning Bylaw Map 
• Shows the zoning designation for each property in Hay River.
Fill Out Form A – Development Application
• Fill out the Development Application Form A, as listed on the Town of Hay River's website.
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Where can I build an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)? 
Living Suites and Garden Suites are permitted in the following residential zones in 
the Town of Hay River depending on their type:

Some ADU Regulations*

Living Suites 

Garden Suites 

Permitted in following residential zones:
• R1A, R1B, R1C, R2, R3, & RC

Permitted in the following residential zones:
•  R1B, R1C, R2, R3, & RC
Excluded from the following residential zone:
• R1A
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Living Suites

Garden Suites

• Allowed only within a single detached dwelling
• Limited to no more than 2 bedrooms
• Fully self-contained with their own direct access outdoors
• Not allowed where a Garden Suite has been permitted

• Separate from the principal dwelling
• Minimum setback of 3 m (10 ft.) from the principal building
• Have pedestrian access to a street or land frontage
• Designed in a manner compatible to the principal dwelling
*Please see the Town of Hay River – Zoning and Building Bylaw for more information and exact regulations

Questions? email: townhall@hayriver.com phone: 867-874-6522
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