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On March 1st, 2025 the Town of Hay River was presented the NWT Association of 
Communities’s (NWTAC) 2025 Healthy Community Award at their annual conference.  The 
award is presented annually to one member community that is determined to best encourage 
and support residents in adopting healthy lifestyles by providing programs promoting physical 
activities, nutrition, and social connections recognizing that social, environment and economic 
factors are important determinants of human health. 
 
The community of Hay River was recognized for its strategic and multifaceted approach to 
addressing new community stressors following the challenges of COVID-19, natural disasters, 
and evolving social health concerns.     
 
As part of the recognition the Town was awarded $5000 to support future health related 
initiatives that benefit the community.  In consideration of advancing prioritized goals of the 
Town’s Healthy Community Strategy, Council has proposed the funds be reallocated to: 
 

1. Hay River Youth Centre ($2500) – supports Objective 2.4:  Improve children and 
youth safety and access to opportunity 

2. Hay River Watch ($2500) - supports Objective 2.3:  Strengthen crime enforcement 
initiatives (ie. Crime awareness and prevention in the community). 

As part of the award presentation the NWTAC specifically recognized the following community 
initiatives:  
 

1. The establishment of the interagency Healthy Community Committee and the 
development of a Healthy Community Strategy that focuses on improving health and 
wellness activities and fostering collaboration among governments, NGOs, and 
community members. 

2. The identification of several Calls to Action from the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada to advance reconciliation within the community. 

3. The development of a Community Housing Plan and the execution of initiatives that 
includes advancing three housing sub-developments (Fraser, Aspen, Sundog), 
launching a $2M Housing Development Grant program funded by CMHC, the 
establishment of a Housing Committee, and initiating a Flood Inundation and 
Hazard Mapping project 
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4. A demonstrated commitment to physical health and recreation programming made 
evident by the community being crowned Canada’s Most Active Community by 
ParticipACTION, the development and launch of the 2024 Trail and Greenspace 
Master Plan, the retrofits of Bob McMeekin Park and Porritt Landing Marina both 
funded 75% by Federal funds, the construction initiated for the Vale Island Recreation 
Area funded by 100% Federal and Territorial dollars and the progressive introduction 
of diverse programming, events, and support for local community service and 
recreation groups by the Town’s Recreation and Community Services Department  

5. The support in resuming key community events that define Hay River’s social fabric 
that include the NWT Track and Field Championships, Lobsterfest, and Hay Days, 
and the introduction of the Community Spirit Awards Gala that recognizes the 
contributions of volunteers, residents, and organizations to build a healthy community. 

6. The reestablishment of the two key community service groups: Hay River Youth 
Centre and the Hay River Beautification Society 

7. The strides made in enhancing sectors of the economy that include the opening of the 
new Fish Processing Plant, an MOU established between Pine Point Mining Ltd. 
and the Town of Hay River, the securement of $900k from United Way to remediate 
and develop the old NFTI land into an agricultural area, a $1M 100% third party funded 
partnership to enhance community tourism through the Hay River Golf Course 
Enhancements. 

8. For the demonstrated commitment to public safety and climate adaptation through the 
initiation of several flood mitigation projects including the $1.3M West Channel Berm 
Enhancement Project, the $3.6M Airport Road Flood Mitigation Project, the $5.1M 
Lift Station #1 Refurbishment and Mitigation Project, and the Flood Inundation 
and Hazard Mapping project.   All of these projects were funded 100% by federal 
and third party dollars. 

9. For demonstrated environmental stewardship that includes the completion of District 
Biomass Heating System Feasibility and Preliminary Design, and a Near-Zero 
Town Hall Feasibility and Preliminary Design.   The first phase launch of the Three 
Stream Curbside Waste Reduction project through the design and implementation 
of a residential curbside cart program.  An Electric Vehicle Pilot for the Town’s 
Protective Services Department.   

Thank you to all the individuals and organizations in the community who have contributed to 
these initiatives are who are committed to improving the future health of our community!   


